PROTECTING YOUR ACCIDENT CASE

Please print and keep this “Protecting Your
Accident Case” brochure compliments of the
Law Offices of Arnold Laub. In the event of an
accident, this worksheet will help you collect the
information you need for your case.

Read page two, “How to Protect Your Case,”
and keep page three, “Accident Information,” in
the glove compartment of your car.

THE EXPERIENCE YOU NEED

It is said that the Law Offices of Arnold Laub is one of
the largest and best known personal injury law firms in
the country. Headquartered in San Francisco, the firm
also has fully staffed offices in San Jose. The Law
Offices of Arnold Laub has over 40 years of experience,
and a tradition of winning large settlements in major
cases

The Law Offices of Arnold Laub represents victims of
accidents of all types. Our practice areas include, but
are not limited to: auto accidents, wrongful death,
construction accidents, airplane accidents, toxic cases,
malpractice, product defects, burn cases, lead
poisoning, class actions, discrimination and sexual
harassment.

ABOUT ARNOLD LAUB

Mr. Laub is a graduate of the University of California at
Berkeley's Boalt Hall School of Law. His career helping
plaintiffs solidified shortly after completing law school,
while awaiting his bar exam results. At this time, Mr.
Laub worked as an insurance claims adjuster where he
saw and felt injustices occurring by insurance
companies. He decided to represent the plaintiffs to
level the playing field and provide plaintiffs with
increased bargaining power.

As Laub points out, "there's an inherent inequality in
the bargaining strengths of corporations and
individuals." Mr. Laub helps remedy that disparity and
creates more possibilities for plaintiffs. He has been
assisting plaintiffs in major accident cases for more than
43 years.

HOW TO REACH US

Corporate Headquarters

807 Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94133
Tel: (415) 362-0101

Fax: (415) 296-8841

Toll Free: (800) 338-LAUB
Email: alaub@laub.com
Website: www.laub.com

South Bay Branch

111 West St. John Street
Suite #524

San Jose, CA 95113
Tel: (408) 297-5060
Fax: (408) 288-5191



Talk to No One

Do not talk to anyone about your accident except your
physician, your chiropractor, your attorney, or your
attorney’s investigators. You should always require
identification before speaking to anyone to be sure you
are not speaking with the wrong person. Do not even
speak with your insurance company or any lawyers or
investigators hired by them unless you have discussed it
with your own attorneys first. Insurance companies do
not pay money willingly. Do not allow anyone to tape
record anything you say because it may ultimately be
used as evidence against you and harm your case.

Take Photographs

Save the negatives and prints of any photographs which
have been taken pertaining to your case. You should
photograph in color any bruises, cuts or other physical
evidence as soon as possible so that the full extent of
your injuries can be visually preserved. After taking any
pictures be sure to have them developed immediately;
then, if the results are poor, you can take additional
pictures before the damage heals.

Car Repair

Do not have your automobile repaired until you have
taken pictures. Pictures taken by an insurance company
will not be released to you. You must take your own.
Pictures are necessary in order to better estimate the
impact of the collision. After the pictures have been
taken, have your collision insurance carrier repair your
car.

Your Physician or Chiropractor

Return to your physician or chiropractor as often as
necessary and always tell him or her about all your
complaints. Disclose all symptoms and problems and do
not minimize your ailments, since they will affect your
medical evaluation, treatment, and ultimately, your
future health.

Health Insurance

Immediately review both your health insurance and your
automobile insurance policies. Submit all medical,
chiropractic or hospital bills to the appropriate insurance
carrier for immediate payment. Your physician or
chiropractor may accept a lien whereby his or her
charges are paid out of any amounts received by your
claim.

Save all physical evidence

If your injuries require a cast, brace, traction, or other
appliance, save it. It is evidence important to your case.
Further, take photographs when you are in the cast or
brace for evidence.

Save Your Receipts

Keep all documents, receipts or other items relating in
any way to your case. You can always discard
something at a later date, but it may be impossible to get
a duplicate of something discarded. Keep duplicate
copies of all medical, chiropractic, hospital and drug
bills. Also, keep records of any other expenses you my
have in connection with your accident, such as the hiring
of extra help and the costs incurred in going to your
doctor. All your bills should be paid by check. You
should also obtain and keep any receipts relating to your
case. Before seeing your attorney, you should make and
keep a list of all your medical bills so that he or she can
better evaluate your case. These out-of-pocket expenses
are known as your “specials.”

Keep a Diary

Keep a diary of how your life was changed as a result of
the accident. Explain in detail how your injuries have
affected your activities. Describe what you were
physically able to do before, that you now have
difficulty performing as a result of your injuries. Explain
how your injuries have affected your personal relations
including any personality changes. Be specific in
describing your limitations, i.e., how high you can or
cannot raise your arm. Describe your pain, both at the
time of the accident and at all times afterward. For
example, is it a shooting pain? Is it a throbbing pain?
Describe it. A good way to remember all your
complaints is to start at your head and work your way
down through all parts of your body from head to toe.
Also advise your attorney if you are taking any
medication.

Lost Wages and Earnings

Keep an accurate record of all days lost from work
because of your injuries. This is important because you
are entitled to compensation for any days lost from work
at your gross earnings even if you receive sick leave or
vacation pay from your employer. However, you will
need copies of your W-2 and income tax returns for the
past five years. If this injury has prevented you from
advancement in your employment or from obtaining
employment, know the names, addresses, and telephone

numbers of persons who can prove this. Loss of income
or potential income is very important in determining the
seriousness of your injuries.

Traffic Offenses

Never plead guilty to any traffic offense, and if you are
arrested in connection with an accident, call a lawyer
immediately for representation and advice. In event of a
coroner’s inquest or other type of hearing, you should
always retain an attorney to represent and protect you.

Witnesses

Obtain and save the correct names, addresses and
telephone numbers of any and all witnesses. It is usually
wise to not contact a witness yourself. Instead, contact
an attorney who can retain a professional investigator to
do this. A professional investigator is trained to get
important facts without alarming the witness. If not
handled properly, the witness may refuse to talk to
anyone or experience a “lapse in memory.” Either of
these could adversely affect your case.

Retaining an Attorney

Retaining the services of an attorney for a claim arising
from an automobile accident, slip and fall, or other
personal injury could be very advantageous. An attorney
who is experienced in this area of law knows how to
deal with insurance companies. It often requires
experienced attorney to handle the many aspects
required to assure you receive fair compensation for
your injuries. You should only be concerned with
getting well at this critical time. Immediate
representation by any attorney relieves you from
interrogation by insurance company investigators.
Immediate representation will also ensure that evidence
and important facts are preserved, often resulting in a
more favorable settlement or trial judgment for you.



Accident Information

THE OTHER DRIVER

Name

Address

Age

City

Phone No.

State

Driver’s License No.

Make of car

License No.

Parts Damaged

Insurance Carrier

Year

Remarks made at scene of accident

PASSENGERS IN OTHER CAR

Name

Address

Age

Phone No.

Name

Age

Address

Phone No.

Name

Address

Phone No.

Accident Information

Tel: (415) 362-0101

Protecting
Your
Accident
Case

LAW OFFICE OF
ARNOLD LAUB

1-800-338-LAUB

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS
807 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, CA 94133

WITNESSES

Name Age
Address

Phone No.

Name Age
Address

Phone No.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS

Weather Visibility

Road Conditions

Traffic Conditions

Traffic Controls

Name and address of tow truck company that

removed other car

Speed of your car before accident

Speed of other car before accident

Did other driver signal?

Was either driver turning?

If at night, were driver’s lights turned on?
How far were you from the other car when you first

saw it?

Additional Notes

Fax: (415) 296-8841
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